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Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 

that we work together and find a solu-
tion to have conditions such as neurop-
athy be covered under the World Trade 
Center Health Program. 

Tomorrow, I will be proud to have 
Michael as my guest for the State of 
the Union Address. I am proud to be his 
Member, as he is a constituent of the 
Third Congressional District. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 24 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. NUNN of Iowa) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

God, You are our refuge and our 
strength, a very present help in times 
of trouble. We offer our prayers today 
asking that You provide the people of 
Turkey and Syria, who are in the 
throes of the unfathomable devastation 
of today’s earthquake, refuge from this 
disaster and strength to endure its in-
discriminate destruction. 

Be their rock even as the Earth still 
crumbles beneath them. Shelter them 
under Your wings until this disaster 
passes. Erase the divide of politics and 
past hatred by the rescue efforts and 
humanitarian aid of their neighboring 
countries, and then from the rubble 
may there emerge the shared responsi-
bility we each have as humans one for 
another in times of suffering. 

Embrace in Your arms all who have 
lost loved ones this day and uphold 
those who are still awaiting news of 
those not yet rescued. 

In the midst of this tragedy, grant 
each of them the certainty of Your 
abiding spirit. May their fears be re-
lieved though the Earth should change, 
their uncertainties assuaged though 
the mountains slip into the heart of 
the sea. For You, O Lord, are their ref-
uge and their strength, a very present 
help in these times of trouble. 

In the hope to be found in You and in 
the promise of Your name, we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CCP BALLOON INVASION 

(Mr. ALFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the most critical na-
tional security threat our Nation is 
facing today: the Chinese Communist 
Party and their invasion of our U.S. 
airspace. 

The recent Chinese surveillance bal-
loon was allowed to fly unchecked from 
one end of our country to the other, re-
affirming that the CCP is the top 
threat to our national security. I am 
beyond outraged at the fact that this 
administration has allowed this to hap-
pen. 

Was he asleep behind the wheel of his 
Corvette? 

Unfortunately, that does seem to be 
the case because this did not just occur 
for hours, it went on for days. 

At the hands of this administration, 
the CCP was allowed to invade our air-
space, and it happened right over our 
district, right over Whiteman Air 
Force Base, the home of the B–2 stealth 
bomber. 

As a member of the Armed Services 
Committee, I will not back down until 
we get answers. 

We cannot allow China to walk all 
over us and outpace us militarily. This 
administration continues to project 
weakness on the world stage, and it 
must end. We need answers. We must 
have a plan to stop the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s clear and blatant mili-
tary aggression. 

HONORING AND COMMENDING THE 
PINOLE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
SPARTANS FOOTBALL TEAM 
(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and commend the 
Pinole Valley High School Spartans 
football team upon winning the 2022 Di-
vision 7 California State championship. 
This outstanding achievement marks 
the first high school State football 
title secured by the West Contra Costa 
Unified School District. 

This accomplishment would not have 
been possible without the tireless dedi-
cation of Pinole Valley players, coach-
es, parents, students, and educators. 
The Spartans’ unwavering commit-
ment to their craft and their remark-
able teamwork represent the very best 
of our students, athletes, and schools. 

This championship title dem-
onstrates both the talent of the Spar-
tans football team and their discipline. 
They exemplified the character, stead-
fastness, and capability that is cul-
tivated at Pinole Valley High School. 

On behalf of the constituents of Cali-
fornia’s Eighth Congressional District, 
I congratulate the Pinole Valley High 
School Spartans football team for 
achieving this championship title and 
reassert my continued support and 
pride for all of our student athletes. 

f 

PRESIDENT BIDEN SHOULD 
RESIGN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the catastrophic Chinese spy 
balloon spectacle clearly threatened 
American families from Alaska to Mis-
souri to North Carolina and to my 
home community in South Carolina 
with Fort Jackson and the Savannah 
River Site. 

This confirms that President Biden 
and Vice President HARRIS should re-
sign. 

My call for their resignation was 
valid in August 2021 due to the sur-
render and the disastrous withdrawal 
in Afghanistan with 13 dead, creating a 
safe haven for terrorists to attack 
American families. 

It was not political in 2021 when the 
succeeding President, then-Speaker 
NANCY PELOSI, would have been a Dem-
ocrat. 

And it is not political now in 2023 
when the succeeding President would 
be Speaker KEVIN MCCARTHY, who is a 
Republican. 

It is irrelevant for American families 
which party is in power because the 
first criterion of a leader should be 
their capability regardless of party, 
and sadly, Biden and Harris are fail-
ures. 

Resignation now is further reinforced 
by their open border policies having al-
lowed hundreds of identified terrorists 
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